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Comnussion Secretary

FEBLERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
445 [2th Street SW, CY-B402.

Washington. D.C". 20554

Re: Proceeding 02-306
Dear Comnussioners

The Downtown Association of San Francisco represents approximately seventy businessesin civic and public issues.
While our organization is coniprised of all sizes o f businesses, our membership is predominately small and independently
vowed companies. O mission 1s to impact the quality of life and business in San Francisco. Recently, it has come to our
attenfion that vou are reviewing SBC Pacific Bell's long distance application.

SBC Pacific Bell has long been a preferred provider of local service in this region because o fthe quality of their service -
and we would like the opportunity to he consumers o f their long distance service as well. Unfortunately, businesses today
in owr region are forced to utilize multiple carriers, receive and audit numerous bills and constanily shop™ for service. All
of'this can he cuinbersoiiie. particularly for a siall business owner who must till a myriad of roles.

SBCs ability io offer long distance service will give the members of the Association more choices, better service, savings.
and convenience. As business people. we have long recognized the fact that competition is good for the ecoiiomy and
makes for a stronger marker that benefits consumers.

'lo date. over 14 | million Americans arc experieiicing the henefit ofa full, open telecommunications market - aid
California's businessesuant and deserve these benefits too. We are dismayed that the long distance entry process for SBC*
i*acific Bell has taken so loiig. when other states have opened the door to long distaiice competition.

It is now up to the FC(C to ensure that California's long distance market is open and coinpetitive. We urge you to vote on
SBC Pacific Bell's long distance application and let Californians reap the benefits that consumers in 23 states are already
cnjoying.

Sincerely.
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